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INTKtESTLNQ TESTIMONY.

Verbatim ExtrartH from the Testimony of Jay

OouM iintl Others, as Reported la Doeument

Number 9K, of 1873, of the Agftembly of the

fititeof New York, Taken Before the 8elect

Committee Appointed by the Assembly

March 11, 173. to Inveitlgnte Alleged Mis-

management on the Tart of the Erie Hallway

Company.

Fifth Avknuk Hotel, Nrw York )

Friday, March 21, 1873. )

Committee met, pursuant to adjourn-

ment Present: Hon. Messrs. Rabcook,

Lincoln, Wright, Crary, Carpenter, (p. 23.)

Jay Gould being duly sworn, tcotiflod

aa follows:
Question. Your present residence li

what?
Anawor. 578 Fifth Avenue (p. GO.)

Q. You woro, at one time, president
of the Erie Railway Company?

A. Yes, sir. (p. 50 )

Q. When wero you elocted presldont of

the Erie Railway Company?
A. In 1808. (p. 645.)

Q. At what time did you cease to be
such president?

A. On the 12th of March, 1872.

Q. Have you at present any connec-

tion with the Erie Railway Company?
A. No, B!r. (p. 50.)

Q. What contributions did you make
for elections in 1800, 1870, 1871 and 1372,

to the Senatorial and aaaombly district?
A. I cannot telL I gave a larje

amount, but It has portend out of my
mind. I remember sending a large
amount to Sullivan and Orange for the
election of Sonator. It was several
thousand dollars. It was what they said
would be necessary to carry the day, In
addition to the amount forwarded by the
committee. The nominations had not
been made when I made the arrange-
ment. I think I contributed a largo
amount of it through Senator Madden.
I don't remember the amount, (p. IZ1.)

Q. Can you tell mo to what other dis-

tricts you contributed money?
A. I must have contributed more or

lees to all on the line of the road. I can-

not say the amount contributed. I have
no opinion about It. When I get through
a campaign I banish It. We had to look
after four states, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Ohio, and have helped
men In all of them.

It was the custom when men received
nominations to come to me for contribut-

ion!), and I made them and considered
them good, paying lnveetmenta for the
company.

In a Republican district I was a strong
Republican. In a Democratic district I
was Democratic; and In a doubtful dis-

trict I waj doubtful In politics I was

an Erie railroad man every time. (p. 551,

552.)

Q. If you were given a Hot of the
Senators and Assemblymen of 1870, 1871

and 1872, could you point out the names

of men you aodotod?

A. I could not tell. Some men I

would help and they not know It; It
would make enemies of them If they
knew it. (p. r51)

Q. You spoke of sending Bums to

Clinton county, and I think other coun-

ties. Can you tell ua who you gave

these sums to?
A. I don't remember; I remember

sending at one time five thousand dollars
to Clinton county, (p. 552.)

Q. Do you remember sending turns
to other counties particular sums?

A. Yea, sir, but the details of them I
have not (jot

Q. Do you remember who you scat
them to?

A. Now that you speak of It, I re-

member sending five thousand dollars, I
think, to the Republican committee up
there, In the interest of Senator Wood's
predecefjnor, Humphrey. Humphrey's
time had expired and the committee
came down the committee having
charge of the Republican organization

there and I give Ave thousand dollars
to be used for the purpono of securing
his nomination.

Q. Was he nominated?
A. No, sir, he failed; Senator Wood

was nominated In his stead.
Q. Dutyoudonot mean to say that

the Republican committee would use
money as between Republicans, do you?

A. I don't know how that was.
Q. That Is not usual, Is it, as between

Republicans?
A. As I understand it there are two

candidates and one of them can "plank
up" pretty well and the other cannot
He Is most likely to get the nomination,
and If he can go to tho convention with

these insurances, or his friends can have

them, why It is a pretty good ticket of
admission.

O, Yes; well, do you mean to say that
you "planked up" for him before the
convention that nominated him?

A. Yen, sir; before the convention.
Q. Will you look at the" receipts now

shown you (banding paper to wltnees)
and state whose signature that is to it?

A. Mine, sir.
Q. And the words, "Senator Hum-

phrey's election" are in your own hand-

writing, are they not?
A. Yes, sir.
Receipt rcd as follows:

"New Yokk, October 9, 18C0.

Received of the treasurer of the Erie

Railway Company 1.5,000, on account of

Senator Humphrey's election.
mJat Got LI)."

Q. The $5,000 mentioned la this
voucher vas given to a Republican or-

ganization In the county to secure Sena-

tor Humphrey's nomination?

A. Yes, sir; which he did not secure.
Q. He did not get the nomination?

A. No, sir.
Q. General Wood did?
A. Yes, Bir.

Q. And then you lent him money?

A. I lent him some mouey, $5,00O, at
one time. (p. 5C0.)

Q. Can you give tho committee this
morning an entlmate of the amount
of the aggregated amount which you

wore in the habit of contributing la a

single year for the control of the "M red-

ly interest" of these Senatorial tad
district?

A. No, eir I cannot fix any particular
amount.

Q. I do not ask at this time for de-

tails, but for the aggregate, according to

your judgment?
A. It was a largo amount; but to give

any definite eatlmato I could not 1 never
kept any account of It particularly.

Q. Did you pay any of the amounts to
Senators In person, or to Assemblymen

that were candidates; or did you pay by
chock?

A. I made large contributions, per-

sonally, out of my own funds.
Q. I understand that Rut did you

pay to the Senator or to the Assembly-
man In person I mean where It did not
go through the hands of tho committee?

A. Well, where I did not know the
committee I would give it to the member
If I happened to know him.

Q. We would like to get these In de-

tail as much as possible if you could re-

member any of thso details?
A. I should be very happy to afford

you all the information 1 possess, but this
occurred a long period ago; and I had
relations In other states, And I did not
keep separate what I paid out in New

Jersey from what I paid out In New
York. We hod the same ground to go
over there. And there has been bo much
of It It has been so extensive that I have
no details now to refresh my mhd.
When I went over a transaction and com-

pleted It that was the end of it, and I
went at something eloo. You might as
well go back and ask me how many cars
of freight were moved In a particular
day, and whether the trains were on time
or late. I could not charge my mind
with details. I can only tell you what
my general rule was my general rule of
action.

Q. You state' that these ooatilbuticca
were large?

A. Yea.
Q. In every year?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You say that candidates wero la

the habit of coming to you and sol!clitag?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. From this Btato and other state ?

A. Yea, air.
Q. And this was especially the case of

candidates on th ll,ae of your roac'a?
A. Yes, elr.
Q. How did you regird these men

after they were elected as havbg a eott
of moneyed interest In them? As protl-d-

of your road how 'did you regard
theia?

A. .WelM'r, I rc.M.tr,i. r'w ;?
until fclVisvir (xp.

Q. I ivvifj.-j- j yea tj ay &-;- tI.o.M

large contributions ycu made In almost
every district la the state, In the years
1809-7Q-- and which you gave for the
carryli'tf of elections la the district you
paid la thou e years?

A. Yea, sir.
Q. For the purpose of having friendly

representatives in Albany?

A. Yes, sir; I paid la 1373, also, 1872,

was the year of the presidential election.
I patd that personally.

Q. You were not then presldont of
the Erie railroad?

A. No, sir, I refer to the personal con-

tributions.
As to Senator William M. Tweed's con-

nection with Jay Gould's Erie career, he
testified:

Q. Did not he (Senator William M.
Tweed) go into the direction ia the fall
of 18C8?

A. Yes, I think it was la the summer
of 18(58 that ho wont In the direction, (p.
507.)

Q. You have already boen examined
as to coriala vouchers for moneys paid to
William M. Tweed and otherj which
were kept In the caeh drawer and en-

tered on tho 11th of March, 1872; have
you recollection at all of these amounts?

A. No, si?.

Q. There wai one of $73,000 to Mr.
William 21. Tweed; another of $33,000 to
Mr. William M. Tweed, and anotbar of
$21,000 to Mr. William M. Tweed. Mr.
Wright teuiL'Ioi that you directed the
payment of theaa moneys younalf ; will
you say that this stutenicat Is not tru$?

A. No, sir. (p. 559.)

Could swears Senator Wm. M. Tweod
was at first a Vandorbllt rnaa ved ihm ft
OouM man.

Q. Up to the time of the bagjaninff cf
your payments to Mr. Tweed no they ap-

pear in the Erie Railway coaaieny'o


